09/21/1983 - Four Area Recipients Receive Distinguished Alumnus Awards by University Marketing and Communications
Eastern Illinois University 
The Keep 
1983 Press Releases 
9-21-1983 
09/21/1983 - Four Area Recipients Receive Distinguished 
Alumnus Awards 
University Marketing and Communications 
Follow this and additional works at: https://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1983 
Recommended Citation 
University Marketing and Communications, "09/21/1983 - Four Area Recipients Receive Distinguished 
Alumnus Awards" (1983). 1983. 319. 
https://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1983/319 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Press Releases at The Keep. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in 1983 by an authorized administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact 
tabruns@eiu.edu. 
EASTC:Ri\i ILUNO!S Ui·~lVERSITY 
Charleston. ll!inots 
HARRY READ. Director of Information and PubhcB!IOri::; (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 21, 1983 
Select I 
CHARLESTON, IL--Robert Hill, manager of Aircraft Programs and 
Senior Design Specialist at Menasco, Inc., Burbank, Calif., is a 1983 
recipient of the Distinguished Alumnus Award at Eastern Illinois 
University. 
A native of Charleston, Hill is a 1944 graduate and has been 
with Menasco since 1952. As the firm's project engineer assigned to 
the Space Shuttle Orbiter Program, he worked closely with Rockwell 
International Space Division Engineering to finalize the design of 
the Space Shtutle Orbiter landing gears. 
As program engineer and manager of aircraft programs at 
Menasco, Hill supervised their engineering efforts through detail 
design, development, and testing of the orbiter main and nose landing 
gears. 
Hill was an Air Force officer from 1943-46, receiving 13 medals, 
including the Distinguished Flying Cross. He holds two U.S. patents, 
one for a servicing tool on the space shuttle and the other for a dual 
spring rate shock in use on U.S. Air Force fighters and bombers. 
He and Hrs. Hill, the former Mary Gaiser, who also attended 
Eastern, are the parents of two children. 
Eastern Illinois University is a state-supported institution 
with an enrollment of 10,000. The curriculum includes liberal arts, 
teacher education, and professional courses. Old Main is of "Castle 
on the Rhine" architecture, and is the dominant campus building. 
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